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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
WHAT IS GREENBLUE®? 
GreenBlue® is an environmental nonprofit dedicated to the sustainable use of materials in 
society. We bring together a diversity of stakeholders to encourage innovation and best 
practices to promote the creation of a more sustainable materials economy. GreenBlue is a non-
profit organization incorporated under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Legally, 
its rules and regulations are governed by this status, by its Articles of Incorporation, and by its 
Bylaws. GreenBlue is governed by its Board of Directors. GreenBlue's mission is to foster the 
creation of a resilient system of commerce based on the principles of sustainable materials 
management – a concept that seeks to: use wisely, eliminate toxicity and recover more. 

WHAT IS THE SUSTAINABLE PACKAGING COALITION® (SPC)? 
The SPC is an industry working group dedicated to a more robust environmental vision for 
packaging. The SPC is an unincorporated project of GreenBlue (i.e., it is not a separate legal 
entity), subject to the discretion and oversight of GreenBlue’s Board of Directors. The basic 
terms and conditions for operating the SPC were first set in place in March 2004 and have been 
modified from time to time as SPC membership has grown. The SPC now operates subject to 
the Membership Guidelines set forth in this document. All new and renewing SPC members 
agree, upon membership application or annual renewal, to abide by the SPC Membership 
Guidelines (this document, as may be amended from time to time as described below). 

HOW DID THE SPC GET STARTED? 
In the spring of 2003, sustainable design began to draw attention in the packaging industry. 
GreenBlue convened two exploratory meetings in 2003 to gauge interest in the idea. The 
meetings garnered interest, and the SPC was formally launched in March 2004 with nine 
founding member companies: Cargill Dow LLC (now NatureWorks), Dow Chemical Company, 
Estee Lauder/Aveda, EvCo Research, MeadWestvaco (now MWV), Nike, Starbucks Coffee 
Company, PepsiCo/Tropicana, and Unilever. The SPC has continued to grow in the United 
States and abroad as an increasing number of companies along the packaging supply chain 
seek guidance on sustainable packaging.  

SPC VISION STATEMENT 
The SPC envisions a world where all packaging is… 

● Sourced responsibly 
● Designed to be effective and safe throughout its lifecycle 
● Meets market criteria for performance and cost 
● Made entirely using renewable energy 
● Once used, is recycled efficiently to provide a valuable resource for subsequent 

generations 
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SPC MISSION AND APPROACH 
The SPC’s mission is to advocate and communicate a positive, robust environmental vision for 
packaging and to support innovative, functional packaging materials and systems that promote 
economic and environmental health through supply chain collaboration. 
 
The SPC approaches its mission by: 

● Providing a forum for supply chain collaboration 
● Sharing best practices and design guidelines 
● Supporting innovation and effective, new technologies 
● Providing education, resources and tools 
● Influencing the debate 
● Creating action 

DEFINITIONS 

Definition of Packaging 
For the purposes of the SPC, “packaging” is defined as follows: 
 
Packaging refers to all products used for the containment, protection, handling, delivery and 
presentation of goods, from raw materials to processed goods, from the producer to the user or 
the consumer. 
  
Packaging for the SPC consists only of: 

● Sales packaging or primary packaging, i.e., packaging conceived so as to constitute at 
the point of purchase a sales unit to the final user or consumer; 

● Group packaging or secondary packaging that goes to the household, i.e., packaging 
conceived so as to constitute at the point of purchase a grouping of a certain number of 
sales units whether the latter is sold as such to the final user or consumer; 

● Transportation, distribution or tertiary packaging that is conceived to be distributed to 
businesses or household consumers. 

This definition has been adapted from Ontario’s Blue Box Program Plan and the EU Directive 
94/62/EC, 2004/12/EC.  

Definition of Sustainable Packaging 
In 2005, the SPC completed version 1.0 of the Definition of Sustainable Packaging. This 
definition represents an important first step in articulating a common understanding of the term 
“sustainable packaging.” It provides a common vision and a framework for understanding 
activities directed toward improving packaging, and continues to inform the future vision of the 
coalition and its individual member-companies. This definition has been widely adopted 
throughout the packaging industry. 
 
Sustainable packaging 

● Is beneficial, safe & healthy for individuals and communities throughout its life cycle; 
● Meets market criteria for both performance and cost; 
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● Is sourced, manufactured, transported, and recycled using renewable energy; 
● Optimizes the use of renewable or recycled source materials; 
● Is manufactured using clean production technologies and best practices; 
● Is made from materials healthy throughout the life cycle; 
● Is physically designed to optimize materials and energy; 
● Is effectively recovered and utilized in biological and/or industrial closed loop cycles.  

 

SPC GOVERNANCE 
  
The SPC is not a separate company, entity or organization, but is operated as a project of 
GreenBlue.  As such, the business and affairs of the SPC are managed under the direction of 
GreenBlue’s Board of Directors (the “Board”). The Board has final authority and control over all 
matters relating to the SPC, including without limitation, the admission and expulsion of 
members, the adoption and modification of policies governing the SPC and its members, and 
the activities and projects to be undertaken by the SPC, and may delegate certain duties and 
responsibilities to its Executive Director.  
 
The SPC Executive Committee (the “EC”) is an advisory committee to GreenBlue which works 
closely with GreenBlue’s Executive Director (the “Executive Director”) and SPC staff through 
regular meetings and other communication. The EC’s role is to provide advice, act as 
ambassadors for SPC/GreenBlue, and make recommendations on issues related to the SPC, 
including its goals, strategies, and projects. 
 
For information concerning the composition of the EC, the election and removal of EC members 
and EC voting, please refer to the Executive Committee overview, which can be accessed at 
www.sustainablepackaging.org. 
 
The Executive Director has responsibility for the day-to-day operations of the SPC. The 
Executive Director works closely with the EC and the Board to advise and assist them with 
respect to SPC matters. The Executive Director also has specific powers and authority 
concerning membership in the SPC as described in these Membership Guidelines. 

SPC MEMBERSHIP 

Benefits 
Members have found many unique benefits of SPC membership, some of which include: 

● Providing opportunities to network with professionals from across the supply chain 
● Sharing information on best practices, case studies, new materials and technologies 
● Presenting technical and global perspectives on packaging and environmental issues 
● Developing tools and resources as part of SPC projects and activities 
● Developing strategic partnerships to advance the SPC mission 
● Access to sustainability expertise and on the ground experience of other member 

companies 
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Each SPC member, by providing written notice to GreenBlue, shall be entitled to appoint as 
many individuals as it desires to serve as such member’s representatives and to participate in 
SPC activities and attend SPC meetings. (Complimentary tickets to SPC events are based on 
membership level and must be managed by the member company. Additional tickets are 
available for a fee.) Two members should be designated as the primary and secondary contacts 
for administration purposes. A SPC member can change a representative upon providing written 
notice to GreenBlue or by updating the member account on www.sustainablepackaging.org.  
Each SPC member is responsible for the acts and omissions of its representative(s).   
 
Additional information about the benefits of membership can be found on the SPC website at 
http://sustainablepackaging.org. 

Eligibility 
SPC membership is open to any for-profit company, educational institution, or government 
agency that complies with the following: 

● demonstrates a substantial interest in the packaging industry and is directly involved in 
the manufacture, use, or recovery of packaging; 

● completes a membership application, including a statement of interest; 
● acknowledges the principles embodied in the vision and mission statements of the SPC 

and agrees in writing to act in conformance with and support both; 
● agrees in writing to abide by the membership guidelines and antitrust guidelines set forth 

in this document; 
● stays current in its membership dues to SPC; 
● is approved for membership by the Executive Director, with advice from the EC, based 

upon the foregoing compliance requirements. 
 
All decisions regarding membership will be made by the Executive Director in his/her sole 
discretion. If a prospective member has been refused membership in the SPC and believes that 
it meets the eligibility requirements set forth in these Membership Guidelines, such prospective 
member, may, within thirty (30) days of receiving notice from the Executive Director that it has 
been refused membership in the SPC, deliver written notice to the Executive Director asking for 
reconsideration of such decision by the Board and setting forth the detailed reasons why it 
believes its application for membership in the SPC should be granted. Upon receipt of any such 
notice, the Executive Director shall refer the matter to the Board, and the Board shall, in its sole 
discretion, decide whether to grant the applicant membership in the SPC. The decision of the 
Board shall be final, binding and non-appealable.  
  
GreenBlue recognizes that non-governmental organizations/not-for-profits and business 
leagues/trade associations are representatives of packaging interests and important resources 
to the industry and consumers, but GreenBlue is not accepting applications from these 
organizations at this time. GreenBlue invites these organizations to attend open SPC meetings 
and encourages opportunities for open exchanges and collaboration. 
 



 
Sustainable Packaging Coalition 

Membership Guidelines 

Page 6 of 9 

The Executive Director may refuse to renew the membership of, or, in extreme cases, may 
immediately terminate the membership of, any company that the Executive Director, in his/her 
sole discretion, determines has violated any of these Membership Guidelines, any of the SPC 
policies and/or engaged in behavior that harms the SPC or GreenBlue or disrupts the SPC 
mission. 
 
Membership in SPC does not constitute membership in GreenBlue or on the Board of Directors 
of GreenBlue. SPC members whose representative(s) are not also members of the Board shall 
have no voting or other rights in the governance of GreenBlue. 

Term and Dues 

Term of Membership 
Annual membership in the SPC is based either on a calendar year term (January 1 - December 
31) or on a mid-year term (July 1 - June 30). Members shall pay annual dues upon first 
becoming a member and then by January 15th or July 15 of each renewal year. Any SPC 
member that does not pay its annual dues by these dates shall be deemed to have 
automatically surrendered its membership, but may be reinstated by subsequently paying the 
dues owed, provided that such payment is made prior to the end of the calendar year term or 
mid-year term for which such dues are owed. Membership dues are non-refundable and shall 
not be prorated for partial years. No SPC member shall be entitled to a refund of any 
membership dues for any reason.  
  
GreenBlue may increase membership fees on an annual basis and such increases shall take 
effect with respect to an SPC member at the beginning of the next term of such SPC member’s 
membership. 

Dues 
Annual membership fees are based on the annual revenue or operating budget of the company 
or organization. For the most current dues categories and amounts, visit 
http://sustainablepackaging.org. Dues are used primarily to offset the cost of bi-annual 
meetings, project work, SPC administration, communications, governance, fundraising, and 
research.  
  
Documentation of annual revenue is required for those that pay less than the top membership 
tier in membership dues. 
  
If a member joins within 30 days of attending an SPC Members Conference (known as SPC 
Advance), registration fees from that meeting will be deducted from that year’s dues, according 
to the number of complimentary registrations provided at the company’s membership level. 

Charitable Contributions 
GreenBlue annually determines the fair market value of the goods and services received in 
return for membership fees. The remainder of the membership dues, if any, is deductible as a 
charitable contribution to a 501(c)(3) organization. If requested, a receipt detailing this tax 
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information can be provided to members who qualify each year. Please contact 
accounting@greenblue.org with questions about the current value of goods and services 
received for SPC membership. 

PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES OF THE SPC 
● Under no circumstances shall the SPC engage in the manufacture or sale of packaging 

materials. 
● Under no circumstances shall the SPC or any of its members in their capacity as 

member of the SPC engage in any conduct which violates federal, state or local laws, 
including without limitation, federal and state antitrust laws.    

● The SPC shall not engage in lobbying, nor shall it take positions for or against 
candidates for public office or legislation. 

● Membership in the SPC is not intended as a tool for business development or marketing, 
and member-to-member solicitation in the form of mass mailings or communications is 
prohibited. 

PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY 
Contact information from members will be shared with other members through the member 
directory on the SPC website and an attendance directory at meetings. Members may opt-out of 
inclusion in the directory when submitting their membership application or at any time during 
membership by providing a written or email request to GreenBlue. GreenBlue does not share its 
mailing list with third-party organizations. GreenBlue reserves the right to print names of 
member companies and companies represented at meetings as part of its communications for 
the SPC. 
 
To facilitate an open exchange between members during conference calls, member working 
group meetings, and at member-only sessions at SPC conferences SPC may invoke the 
Chatham house Rule.  

● The Chatham House Rule states: 
When a meeting, or part thereof, is held under the Chatham House Rule, 
participants are free to use the information received, but neither the identity 
nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be 
revealed. Source website: http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk 

● No quotes or attributions to specific companies or individuals will be sent to the press 
without consent of the individuals. 

● No recording devices are permitted without permission. 
● No claims of unanimous agreements are allowed. 

  
At any SPC conference or meeting open to the public, the Chatham House Rule will not apply. 
The SPC has a policy of no press at member-only activities; however, at open meetings, 
members of the media are welcome to attend. If a press representative is present, he or she will 
be identified on a name badge. 
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Conference calls and meeting summaries should not be distributed beyond member companies. 
For face-to-face meetings, a public meeting summary will also be created for distribution. Emails 
and communications about projects by GreenBlue or member companies should not be 
distributed outside the group unless the message or document explicitly states that it is for 
public distribution. 

GreenBlue may disclose all information relating to the SPC and/or any of its members as 
required by law.           

To the maximum extent permitted by law, each SPC member agrees that it shall not use or 
disclose any information relating to GreenBlue or the SPC which is specifically identified by 
GreenBlue as confidential or proprietary without the prior written consent of GreenBlue. 

If an SPC member is required to disclose any of its confidential information in connection with 
an SPC project and desires to limit any other use or disclosure of such confidential information, 
it may request that GreenBlue execute a confidentiality agreement governing the SPC’s use and 
disclosure of such information. GreenBlue shall enter into confidentiality agreements with SPC 
members as determined by the Executive Director in his/her sole discretion. Except as 
expressly set forth in these Membership Guidelines or any Policy, GreenBlue shall not have any 
obligations with respect to the use or disclosure of any confidential information of an SPC 
member unless GreenBlue has executed a confidentiality agreement with such SPC member. 
 
No SPC member which discloses any of its confidential information in connection with SPC 
activities or projects (a “Disclosing Member”) should expect that any other SPC member will 
treat such information as confidential. If a Disclosing Member desires to restrict the use or 
disclosure of its confidential information by any other SPC member, it should seek to enter into 
a confidentiality agreement with such other SPC Member.  A Disclosing Member shall first direct 
all requests that another SPC member sign a confidentiality agreement to the Executive 
Director, and GreenBlue shall determine whether to address such matter with the applicable 
SPC member(s) or allow the Disclosing Member to contact such other SPC member(s) directly. 

POLICIES 
Each SPC member shall comply with all policies of the SPC that may be in effect from time to 
time (the “Policies”).  A list and description of the current Policies can be accessed at 
www.sustainablepackaging.org.  From time to time, the Board may, in its sole discretion, modify 
any existing Policy and/or adopt new Policies.  All modified or new Policies shall take effect 
upon the Board’s approval and adoption thereof.  SPC members should review the list and 
description of Policies from time to time to stay informed of changes to Policies and adoption of 
new Policies. 
 
INDEMNIFICATION 
These SPC Membership Guidelines, together with the terms of the Policies, constitute legally 
binding obligations of each SPC member. Each SPC member shall fully indemnify and hold 
harmless GreenBlue and its officers, directors, employees and agents from and against all 
liability, damages, costs and expenses (including reasonable attorney’s fees) that are incurred 
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by GreenBlue (or any of the foregoing indemnified parties) as a result of any breach or violation 
by such SPC member (or any of its representatives) of these Membership Guidelines and/or the 
Policies.  
 
AMENDMENTS 
From time to time, the Board may revise or modify these Membership Guidelines as it deems 
appropriate or necessary in light of the best interests of the SPC. Notice of any such revision or 
modification shall be posted at the SPC website. Each SPC member is encouraged to regularly 
visit the SPC website to check for revisions to these Membership Guidelines. If amended, the 
amended Membership Guidelines shall become effective on the effective date stated therein 
and will govern and control all SPC activities from that point forward. However, no amendment 
to these Membership Guidelines will be applied so as to retroactively impose any new obligation 
or liability on any SPC member. If an SPC member does not agree to any terms set forth in any 
amended Membership Guidelines, such SPC member’s sole remedy is to terminate its 
membership in the SPC.        
 
In emergency situations and when necessary to comply with any applicable laws, the Executive 
Director shall have power to amend these Membership Guidelines. However, no such 
amendment shall be valid for more than forty-five (45) days unless such amendment is ratified 
and approved by the Board within such 45-day period.  
 


